
Declaration of congestion in case of expected scarcity for timetable Y+1  

Declaration of infrastructure congestion following a coordination process for the requested train paths (New Path Requests - NPR) that was unsuccessful  

NETWORK STATEMENT 

Appendix B.4.1 - Timeline regarding the declaration of congestion  

   Version: 08/12/2023 

      (1) The network statement Y applies to the capacity requests submitted for timetable Y as well as the traffic for timetable Y, i.e. from the 2nd Sunday of December Y-1 to the 2nd Saturday of December Y. 

Timeline regarding the declaration of congestion for the timetable Y(1)
 

Timetable Y+1 Timetable Y Timetable Y-1 

April Y-1  
deadline 

submission NPR  
timetable  Y 

End of August Y-1  

final offer 

 timetable Y 

Mid-December Y-1  

Entry into force 

timetable Y 

Common processing of Late Path Requests (LPR) and Ad-Hoc Requests (AHR) for 

timetable Y (application of the First Come First Served principle , as described in 

the network statement) 

April Y 
deadline 

submission NPR  
timetable Y+1 

End of August Y-1 

final offer 

timetable Y+1 

Mid-December Y  

Entry into force 
timetable Y+1 

From the perspective of the railway infrastructure capacity allocation: 
1. Declaration of congestion of the infrastructure section concerned 
2. Capacity allocation on the section in question based on the procedure for allocating train 

paths after the declaration of congestion, as described in the network statement (see 
point 4.6.3 and appendix B.4.2) 

 communication channels (before publication of the final offer): 
a) Send e-mail to applicants involved in the coordination process 
b) Send e-mail announcing the publication of the final offer mentioning in particular the 

congested infrastructure sections 
c) Publication of the update to title 3 “Congested infrastructure” in appendix B.4.2 +  

announcement of this update via an e-mail to the participants of the network state-
ment subgroup of the coordination mechanism. 

If, at the end of the coordination process for the requested train paths (NPR), it is not  
possible to respond positively to all these requests: 

From the perspective of preparing the capacity analysis and the draft capacity expansion plan  

Declaration of congestion 

Capacity allocation on the section concerned based on the procedure 
for allocating train paths after the declaration of congestion, as de-
scribed in the network statement, without first applying the coordina-
tion process 

Within six months of the declaration 

Conducting a capacity analysis 

(unless a draft capacity expansion plan exists)  

Before the publication  

of the final offer 

Presentation of a draft  

capacity expansion plan 

Within 6 months of the establishment 

of the capacity analysis 

Approval by council  

of ministers of draft  

expansion plan  

Within 3 months of  
presentation of draft  

expansion plan 

If requested train paths (NPR) compete for the timetable Y+1 on the 
section of the infrastructure which was declared congested when the 
final offer of timetable Y was made: 

Timetable Y+1 Timetable Y Timetable Y-1 

Mid-December Y-1  

Entry into force timetable Y 

Usual processing of the Late Path Requests (LPR) and Ad Hoc Requests (AHR) for 

timetable Y+1 (application of the ‘First Come First Served’ principle,  

in accordance with the network statement) 

April Y 
Deadline  

submission NPR 
timetable Y+1 

End of August Y 
final offer 

timetable Y+1 

Mid-December Y  
Entry into force 
timetable Y+1 

Channels of communication: 

(prior to the first day for submitting the NPR for timetable Y+1) 

• publishing the update of Title 3 "Congested infrastructure" in appendix 

B.4.2.1 including the conclusions of the capacity analysis and an initial as-

sessment of the period during which the congestion declaration applies 

• announcement of this update via an e-mail to the participants of the net-

work statement subgroup of the coordination mechanism. 

From the perspective of the preparation of the capacity analysis and the draft capacity expansion plan  

Conducting capacity analysis and congestion declaration 

Prior to the first day for submitting the NPR for timetable Y+1 

Presentation of the draft capacity  

expansion plan* 

Within 6 months of the preparation of 

the capacity analysis 

Approval by council of ministers of draft  

capacity expansion plan 

Within 3 months of the presentation of 

the draft capacity expansion plan 

Identification by Infrabel of a congestion risk that could 

occur during the timetable Y+1 

From the perspective of railway infrastructure capacity allocation 

If the requested train paths (NPR) compete for timetable Y+1 on the infra-

structure section that was declared congested under the expected scarcity 

for timetable Y+1, capacity allocation on the section based on the procedure 

for allocating train paths after the congestion declaration, as described in 

the network statement, without prior application of the coordination proce-

dure. 

* When the draft capacity expansion plan is submitted, the period of application of the congestion declaration in the event of expected scarcity shall be con-

firmed or revised (the period may be extended or shortened; the congestion declaration may also be terminated), considering the content of the draft capacity 

expansion plan. 

No effect of the congestion declaration in case of expected scarcity for timetable Y+1 on the capacity allocation for timetables prior to timetable Y+1 


